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ROLAND UNVEILS SH-2 PLUG-OUT SOFTWARE SYNTHESIZER 
First Complete Replica of the Classic SH-2 Synthesizer 

 
Los Angeles, CA, September 18, 2014 — Roland is pleased to announce the SH-2 
PLUG-OUT Software Synthesizer, the first complete reproduction of Roland’s classic 
SH-2 synthesizer from 1979. Renowned for its raw vintage tone, the SH-2’s dual VCO 
plus sub oscillator configuration delivers fat bass, edgy leads, and wild effects via 
software specifically designed for the SYSTEM-1 and Mac or PC hosts. The new SH-2 
uses Analog Circuit Behavior technology like other products in the AIRA series to 
faithfully recreate the warm, rich sound of the original with a level of authenticity that can 
only come from Roland. 
   
From the self-oscillation capable VCF to the attack and long decay characteristics of the 
steep envelope, the SH-2 has been reproduced exactly. The unique harmonic makeup 
and pitch wavering characteristics of the original SH-2 as well as the anomalies 
produced by the complex interactions of the original analog circuit design are all 
accounted for, down to analog circuitry behaviors like the subtle effect on tonality when 
parameters unrelated to the actual tone in use are tweaked. Building on the legacy, the 
new SH-2 now offers a VCO range that is expandable to 64', two envelopes, reverb, 
delay and crusher effects, Autobend with support for reverse actions, and a tempo-
syncable arpeggiator. 
  
While multiple instances of the SH-2 plug-in can be used in any compatible DAW, the 
SH-2 PLUG-OUT Software Synthesizer offers seamless integration and unique 
capabilities for SYSTEM-1 owners. Connect a SYSTEM-1 and it becomes a dedicated 
controller, only lighting the appropriate knobs and sliders pertinent to the SH-2. Transfer 
sounds back and forth between the DAW and SYSTEM-1 and even use the SYSTEM-1 
as a high-quality audio and MIDI interface. Or break free entirely and plug out directly to 
the SYSTEM-1, creating a stand-alone, hardware SH-2, with real physical controls that 
can go anywhere and doesn’t require a computer. 
 
For more information, please visit RolandUS.com. 
 

--------- 
About Roland Corporation 
Roland Corporation is a leading manufacturer and distributor of electronic musical instruments, 
including keyboards and synthesizers, guitar products, electronic percussion, digital recording 
equipment, amplifiers, audio processors, and multimedia products. With more than 40 years of 
musical instrument development, Roland sets the standard in music technology for the world to 
follow. For more information, visit RolandUS.com or see your local Roland dealer. 

mailto:Rebecca.Eaddy@RolandUS.com
http://www.rolandus.com/blog/2014/02/14/analog-circuit-behavior-acb/
http://www.rolandus.com/
http://www.rolandus.com/


 

 

For high-resolution images of this product, please visit RolandUS.com/Media and for embeddable 
videos, visit YouTube.com/RolandChannel. 
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