


10,000,000 pedals sold and going strong ... BOSS is the number one choice for musicians 
who want the best of the best. Carefully selected parts, uncompromised circuit design, 
road-tough construction-everything on a BOSS pedal is made with the professional in 
mind. Musicians who demand the best choose BOSS.
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The Many Roles of Guitar Effects

CS-3

LMB-3

OC-3

PS-5

NS-2

LS-2

RC-50, RC-20XL, RC-2

GE-7, GEB-7, EQ-20

AW-3, PW-10
Produces a distinctive "wah wah" effect by boosting or cutting a specific frequency range.

AC-3

SYB-5

CE-5, CH-1, CEB-3, CE-20

PH-3

TR-2

RT-20

BOSS offers an extensive selection of guitar effects that can be used to 
create an incredibly wide and expressive range of sounds. Here is a 
quick reference guide to the type and function of each unit.

Add Distortion

Add Acoustic Dimensions

Modulate and Double Sounds

Combines a slight delay signal with the original signal and modulates it to create a thick, 
shimmering sound.

Electronically creates a slight delay and combines it with the original signal for a swirling 
“doubled” effect.

BF-3

Combines an out-of-phase signal with the original signal to produce a sound similar to 
the “spinning” sound of a rotary speaker.

Varies the volume of the original sound cyclically to create a pulsating effect.

Change Tonality of Sounds

Boosts or cuts a particular frequency band for flexible tone control.

Makes an electric guitar sound like an acoustic.

Makes a bass guitar sound like a synthesizer.

Regulate Gain Level

Reduces the output of sounds over a set threshold relative to the strength of the input signal, 
making levels consistent and improving sustain.

Limits the peak levels of sounds to precisely that of the threshold level.

Creates a signal one or two octaves lower than the original signal.

Provides intelligent, key-specific pitch shifting + /– 2 octaves, plus Tremolo Arm and Flutter 
effects to give you convincing whammy bar-type sounds.

Change Sound Pitch

Reduce Noise

Eliminates noise resulting from connecting multiple effects units or using very high gain.

Change Connections

Controls switching from solo to backing and also amp selection.

Offers authentic modeled reproduction of the classic rotary-speaker effect. 

Amazing Loop Manipulation

Enables a variety of realtime loop effects, such as sound-on-sound layering, etc.

OD-3, SD-1, BD-2, DN-2, OS-2, ODB-3, OD-20
Simulates the sound of an overdriven tube amp and responds to playing touch.

OS-2, DS-1, DS-2, MT-2, MD-2, ML-2, OD-20
Produces harder, metallic distortion with many upper harmonics.

FZ-5

Delivers distortion that radically emphasizes the overtone.

DD-6, DD-3, DD-20, RE-20

RV-5, RE-20

Samples the original sound and plays it back delayed to produce natural—or artificial —
sounding echo.

Adds the natural acoustic ambiance present in rooms and halls.

Loop Station™

Line Selector

Noise Suppressor

Octave

Limiter

Bass Synthesizer

Acoustic Simulator

Wah

Equalizer

Overdrive

Distortion

Fuzz

Reverb

Tremolo

Rotary

Phaser

Flanger

Chorus

Delay

Compressor

Pitch Shifter/
Harmonist

FDR-1

Based on the Fender 1965-era Deluxe 
Reverb–a beloved tube amp known for its 
natural touch-responsive and distinctive 
snappy overdriven sound.

FBM-1

In conjunction with Fender, BOSS proudly 
unveils the FBM-1, a compact pedal that 
recreates the legendary tone of the 1959 
Fender Bassman. 

Bassman® Deluxe Reverb®

Bassman/
Deluxe Reverb
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Indicator displays 
effect on/off status 
and battery check.

AC Adaptor jack 
enables continuous, 
battery-free operation.

Electronic switch provides 
noise-free on/off switching.

Double concentric control knobs 
offer more sound creation options, 
surpassing the limitations of 
ordinary compact pedals.

Digital processing, the first 
ever offered on compact 
pedals, enables sophisticated 
effects such as delay, reverb, 
pitch shifter, and harmonist.

Compact Pedal Effects Specifications
● Dimensions: 73 (W) x 129 (D) x 59 (H) mm  
    (2-7/8" x 5-1/8" x 2-3/8")
● Weight : (Depending on the model) 400 to 450 g 
    (15 oz. to 1 lb.)
● Accessory: Dry battery
● Option: AC Adaptor

Battery replacement 
is quick and easy.

The history of BOSS reads like the history
of guitar effects. From our legendary CE-1
Chorus pedal—the big, gray box that 
started it all in 1976—to the world’s favorite
line of compact effects pedals, we’ve been
responsible for more guitar innovations
than just about anyone else. Our compact
pedal lineup began 30 years ago in 1977
with the classic OD-1 OverDrive. 

Its warm, smooth overdrive sounds and
breakthrough BOSS pedal features—
heavy-duty construction, rubber pads on top
and bottom, recessed control knobs, silent
switching, a built-in LED, and easy battery
replacement—immediately set it apart from
other stomp boxes on the market. And it
established the masterful design for all
other BOSS effects pedals since.

65

Throughout the years, BOSS has continued
to define the cutting edge of guitar effects.
Innovative digital processing allowed 
pedals like our original DD-2 Digital Delay
to deliver studio-quality effects comparable
to rackmount units. Dual concentric knobs
allowed a greater range of control. 
And from modern breakthroughs like the
ultra-programmable Twin Pedals to the

obscenely heavy sounds of the MD-2
Mega Distortion, BOSS continues to push
the envelope with every effects pedal we
produce.Thumb through the following
pages and get to know the complete
effects lineup from BOSS . . . the only 
company that's sold over 10 million effects
pedals worldwide.
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Metalic

Rough Smooth

Natural

MD-2 MT-2

DS-2 Turbo II
DS-2 Turbo I

DS-1

BD-2

ML-2

OD-3

SD-1

OS-2

DN-2

FZ-5

For a great guitar sound, start with 
the right distortion.
Wondering about the differences between 
BOSS’ 12 OverDrive and Distortion pedals? 
The following chart will give you an idea as to 
each pedal’s sound.

87

Guitar—offering more tonal
depth than any other 
instrument

The guitar gives you expressive options that go
beyond the amp, effect, or even the guitar model
used. Everything from the type of pickup, string
gauge, picking strength, and picking position
cotributes to the overall tonality. That’s why 
playing rock guitar is so awesome—no other
instrument gives you so much freedom to create
your own signature sound.

● String gauge or pitch influences guitar tonality.

● Distortion effects change greatly depending on
specific pickup types, such as single-coil or
Humbucking.

● Pickup position also counts. With the pickup
close to the neck, a mellower, rounded sound is 
produced, while using the pickup near the
bridge produces a sharper sound.

● The tone control on the guitar helps to vary 
distortion effects.

● The quality of the shielded cord affects the
sound quality.

Overdrive & Distortion

A key component of creating your
sound, distortion effects units fall into
two categories:
■ Overdrive: Produces the natural, warm-

sounding distortion like the sound of an 
overdriven tube amp.

■ Distortion: Creates harder distortion effects 
ideal for heavy metal and hard rock.

Distortion effects: Yesterday...
Back in the days when PA systems were
designed strictly for vocals, the only way to boost
guitar volume was to turn your amp up to 10.
Distortion effects occurred naturally as input 
signals overloaded the vacuum tube preamp and
output stage as well as the speakers. A beneficial
side effect was the unique tones that distortion
created.

... and Today
Distortion has evolved from simple overdrive into
a wide variety of effects. Consequently, today’s
guitarists are very particular about effects units,
amps, and the type of distortion they want. BOSS
knows that and offers a wide selection of
Overdrive and Distortion units.

● Amp volume and tone control are crucial to 
getting your sound.

● Amp sound characteristics depend not only on
the output stage but on the cabinet and speakers
as well.
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