
Have you ever dreamed of playing a 9-foot concert grand piano in
the comfort of your living room? For some people, this is a possi-
bility, but for most of us, this is merely a “grand” dream. Pianos
are very expensive (especially those of the “concert grand” vari-
ety) and pianos also require a large amount of floor space. These
are reasons why many people never get past the dream and into
the reality of owning a grand piano. While buying an acoustic
upright or spinet piano may be an affordable alternative to buying
a grand piano, nothing beats the sound of an acoustic grand
piano—except Roland’s KR Intelligent Piano.

How can the KR Intelligent Piano be better than an acoustic grand
piano (the model on which the KR, “Keyboard with Rhythm,” is
based)? This is easy to explain. The KR is a grand piano and a
whole lot more. This makes more sense when you take a closer
look.

Play the KR like a piano

The first thing you will notice when you sit down to play a KR
Intelligent Piano is how great the instrument sounds. You will

swear that you hear vibrating strings.
If you listen closely, you can actually
hear mechanical felt hammers hitting
the strings. This is possible because
Roland painstakingly sampled every
note of some of the world’s finest
grand pianos. These pianos were
tuned by German-trained piano

tuners, captured with top-quality microphones in a pristine
acoustic-environment, and inserted digitally into each and every
KR Intelligent Piano. This is why you can say the KR is a grand
piano yet, unlike acoustic pianos, the KR never needs tuning. This
cost-savings measure alone puts the KR in its own league.

The second thing you will notice when you sit down to play a KR
Intelligent Piano is the way it feels. The size and weight of the
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keys, as well as the naturally responsive hammer action, make
you feel like you are playing an acoustic grand piano. Roland has
spent a great deal of time and effort perfecting the KR’s unique
hammer-action-mechanism and it shows.

In addition to having a natural piano touch and response, the KR
Intelligent Piano is simple to understand and easy to operate. For
example, after powering up the KR and adjusting the volume
(using a small knob located on the left side of the instrument), you
can play the KR like a piano. This is good news for anyone using
the KR simply as a grand piano alternative. Because the KR is
easy to operate, you can focus on what you really want to do:
play music! Playing the KR like a piano will keep you busy for a
while, but you may soon have more musically adventurous crav-
ings. With this in mind, the KR Intelligent Piano provides a seem-
ingly endless palette of musical possibilities (if you are willing to
think outside of the traditional piano paradigm.)

Think outside of the “piano”

Imagine being accompanied by a world-class orchestra in the
comfort of your own living room. This is possible with the KR
Intelligent Piano. In addition to a beautiful grand piano tone, the
KR has up to 691 additional “tones” (instrument sounds) that can
be played from the piano keyboard.
This means that with the press of a
button, the KR can sound like a clar-
inet, a trumpet, or even a entire string
ensemble. Tones can also be simulta-
neously combined and this is where
the fun begins. To understand how
this works, let us take a closer look.

Before creating the perfect sonic combination, you must decide
how selected instruments will play from the keyboard—in other
words, you must define the “keyboard mode.” Using the “One-
Touch Program: Piano” mode there are four possible variations:
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Whole (one tone spread across the whole keyboard)
Layer (two simultaneous tones spread across the entire 
keyboard)
Split (one left-hand tone + one right-hand tone)
Layer + Split (one left-hand tone + two simultaneous 
right-hand tones)

Understanding these four keyboard modes is key to understanding
the KR Intelligent Piano, because all KR functions and features
are tied to these modes.

To illustrate this, power-on the KR, press the “One Touch
Program: Piano” button, press the “Piano” button in the “Tone”
section (located to the right of the touch screen), then touch “Exit”
on the screen. On the screen, a large banner reads: “Grand Piano
1.” This represents the “Whole” mode—in other words, one tone
(i.e. “Grand Piano 1”) is spread across the whole piano keyboard.
Touch “Layer” on the screen and a second large banner appears
over the “Grand Piano 1” banner. This represents the “Layer”
mode—in other words, two simultaneous tones (i.e. “Grand Piano
1” and “Strings”) are spread across the entire piano keyboard.
Touch “Split” on the screen and three small banners: one on the
left (i.e. “Acoustic Bs.”) and two on the right (i.e. “Grand Piano 1”
and “Strings.”) This represents the “Layer + Split” mode—in other
words, the piano keyboard is divided in two with one tone (i.e.
“Acoustic Bs.”) for your left hand and two tones (i.e. “Grand Piano
1” and “Strings”) for your right hand. Touch “Layer” on the screen
to remove one of two tones in the right hand. This represents the
“Split” mode—in other words, the piano keyboard is divided in two
with one tone (i.e. “Acoustic Bs.”) for your left hand and one tone
(i.e. “Grand Piano 1”) for your right hand.

Why is this important? Keyboard modes determine how the KR
functions. If you understand how the KR functions, then you are
on your way to making music. If your sonic combinations are real-
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ly coming to life, then you are ready to take things to the next
level. You are ready to explore the true power of the KR Intelligent
Piano: the “Arranger.”

Enhance your playing with “Music Styles”

Within every KR there are as many as 204 “music styles.” What is
a “music style?” In simplest terms, a “music style” is a short rhyth-
mic pattern (i.e. “drum loop”) that repeats until you tell it not to.

These patterns can enhance your
piano playing. For example, let’s
imagine that your name is Checker,
you are a little overweight (i.e.
“Chubby”), and you are looking for a
piano exercise that will help you get
in shape. The “Twist” might be just
what the doctor ordered.

Press the “One Touch Program:
Piano” button, press the
“Oldies/Country” button in the “Music
Style” section (located to the left of
the touch screen), touch “Twist” on
the screen, and press the “Start/Stop”

button (located to the left of the touch screen.) A short 50’s-style
drum pattern begins. Press the “Fill In: To Variation” button (locat-
ed to the left of the touch screen) and the drummer does a “fill in,”
or a short improvisational phrase, before moving into a “variation”
of the original beat. Press the “Fill In: To Original” button and the
drummer returns the original pattern after another “fill in.” When
you are ready to call it quits, press the “Start/Stop” button to
silence the drummer.

If you really want to sound like a professional, press the
“Intro/Ending” button (located to the left of the touch screen)
and—voila!—the drummer plays a short introduction phrase
before settling into the rhythm pattern. This trick can also be used
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to end a rhythm pattern. Simply press the “Intro/Ending” button
while the drum pattern is playing and the drummer plays a short
ending phrase before calling it quits. While playing with rhythm
patterns is a lot of fun, you will soon wonder, “what happened to
the rest of the band?”

Be part of a virtual band or orchestra

“Music styles” are more than simple, repetitive drum patterns.
Music styles are defined by unique combinations of many musical
elements like instrumentation, melody, and phrasing. These musi-
cal elements interact with one another to create musical character
and this musical character gives music (e.g. jazz, classical, funk,
etc.) its unmistakable sound—or “style.”

For example, the combination of a walking acoustic bass line, a
swinging ride cymbal, and a sultry tone-wheel organ instantly con-
notes the jazz style. To get a taste of this, press the “One Touch
Program: Arranger” button (located to the right of the touch
screen), press the “Big Band/Swing” button in the “Music Style”
section, touch “Organ Swing” on the screen, and press any piano
key on the lower half of the piano keyboard. You will hear a short,
musical introduction in the jazz style before the virtual band set-
tles into a swinging rhythm pattern. Now is your chance to shine!
Begin playing on the upper half of the piano keyboard. When you
have completed your jazz organ debut, press the “Intro/Ending”
button. The band plays a short ending in the jazz style before call-
ing it quits.

Maybe jazz isn’t your thing. Something in the funk style might be
more up your alley. To get a taste of this, press the “One Touch
Program: Arranger” button, press the “Pop/Rock” button in the
“Music Style” section, touch “Funky Pop” on the screen, and press
any piano key on the left half of the piano keyboard. You will hear
a funky, musical introduction before the virtual band settles into a
slamming rhythm pattern. When you are up to it, lay down a piano
solo by playing a few notes on the upper half of the keyboard.
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Now touch “C” on the screen and play another couple of notes on
the upper half of the keyboard—voila!—saxophone. When you
have had enough, press the “Intro/Ending” button and the band
will bring it to a close.

So what just happened? You experienced the true power of the
KR Intelligent Piano: the “Arranger.” The “Arranger” is a virtual
band/orchestra inside the KR that follows you and your creative
impulses. With the press of a button, you can select a music style
and instantly begin playing. The KR automatically configures the
instrumentation, the rhythm, the introductions/endings, the fill-ins
(i.e. short musical transitions), and variations. All you have to do is
hit a few notes and you will sound like a professional—it is that
easy! Now that you are a professional, let us do a little recording.

Record and/or playback performances

You can play the KR like a piano, add additional instruments
(“tones”), enhance your playing with “Music Styles”, and be part of
a virtual band or orchestra with the “Arranger.” All of this can be
captured with a push of a button—the “record” button to be exact!

The KR features a built-in recorder that functions just like a CD
recorder, but with one small difference: the KR does not record
audio. What? That’s right, the recorder does not record audio,
instead the recorder, captures instructions for playing a piece of
music. For example, when you play middle C on the piano, the
recorder captures the following:

Play middle C softly
Wait four beats at a tempo of 60 beats-per-minute
Release middle C
Stop

While this example is over simplified, it gives you an idea of
what’s going on inside the KR recorder. Every aspect of your
musical performances (e.g. notes, tempos, dynamics, etc.) is cap-
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tured and stored as a long list of
“events.”

What is the advantage of storing
“events” rather than recording audio
digitally? There are two major advan-
tages: (1) after recording, “events”
can be altered more easily than digi-
tal audio; and (2) events require con-
siderably less storage space than
digital audio files. For example, once
a performance has been captured as
a list of events, you can easily
change the key, the tempo, and/or
the dynamics of your performance.
You can also mute and un-mute
instruments as well as change
“tones” while the music is playing.
While some of these changes can be
made to digital audio files, the

process is much more difficult—if not impossible. For example,
can you imagine replacing an oboe with an electric guitar in a 2-
track digital recording of a 40-piece orchestral performance?
Probably not. Using an event list, simply isolate the oboe’s events
and assign the events to an electric guitar tone.

Once recorded, your performance can be stored on a floppy disk
as a file and recalled at any time. This is a great way of capturing
and preserving your magical performance for posterity. You can
also save your performance as a Standard MIDI File (SMF.) An
SMF is a musical performance event list (instructions for playing a
piece of music) that is universally recognized by most
“sequencers” (MIDI players/recorders) and/or computers with a
media player and sound card (most of today’s computers come
standard with these.) This means your magical performance can
be saved as an SMF and shared with friends, family, and even the
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world via floppy disk, email, or the world wide web—even if they
do not have a KR piano! 

To understand how this works, let’s record a short musical per-
formance and save it to a floppy disk as an SMF. Press the “One
Touch Program: Arranger” button, press the “Pop/Rock” button in
the “Music Style” section, touch “ShufleFusion” on the screen,
press the red “Rec” button located to the right of the touch screen,
and press any piano key on the left half of the piano keyboard.
After the short musical introduction, play a few notes on the upper
half of the keyboard. Now touch “C” on the screen and play
another couple of notes on the upper half of the keyboard. Press
the “Intro/Ending” button and the band will bring it to a close. To
hear your performance, press the “Reset” button and then press
the “Play” button.

If you are happy with your performance, insert a blank, PC-
Formatted floppy disk into the disk drive. Press the “Select/Listen
to a Song:Disk” button (located to the left of the touch screen),
touch “File” on the screen, touch “Save,” touch “Disk,” and touch
“As SMF”—that’s it! Your musical performance has been saved on
the floppy disk. This floppy disk can be inserted into a computer
and easily transferred to your hard drive or attached to an email
like any other computer file. Imagine the possibilities!

A truly amazing instrument

If you have ever dreamed of playing a 9-foot concert grand piano
in the comfort of your living room, but do not have the money or
floor space to make your “grand” dream a reality, then the KR
Intelligent Piano may be just what you need. Maybe you can
afford a grand piano, but you are looking for something more—a
grand piano with a whole lot more. Whatever the case may be, do
not deny yourself of or commit to a musical instrument until you
have taken a KR Intelligent Piano for a test drive.
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